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CHAPTER ONE
IMAGINING A DIGITAL WRITING WORKSHOP

The big five of writing workshop:

1. Student choice about topic and genre. 

2. Active revision (constant feedback between peer and teacher)

3. Author’s craft as a basis for instruction (through minilessons and 

conferences)

4. Publication beyond the classroom walls

5. Broad visions of assessment that include both process and product

The purpose of the book is to 

integrate the core principles of the 

writing workshop with surrounding 

emerging technologies such as blogs, 

wikis, social networks, podcasts and 

digital stories.



CHAPTER TWO
FOSTERING CHOICE AND INQUIRY THROUGH RSS, 

SOCIAL BOOKMARKING AND BLOGGING

• RSS- Really simple 

syndication (or rich site 

summary), allows readers 

to subscribe to web 

content. This can be used 

to zero in on content that 

matters to them and blog 

about these topics in a 

community with others who 

have a common interest.

• Social Bookmarking: Saves 

links to web pages that 

they want to remember 

and share. This can be 

used to keep track of 

sources when writing. 

• Blogs: The new writer’s 

notebook!

- Students receive 

feedback on their work. 

They can apply this to 

their future work.

- Easy to keep archive of 

previous works.



CHAPTER THREE
CONFERRING THROUGH BLOGS, WIKIS AND 

COLLABORATIVE WORD PROCESSORS

• Blogs- multiple writers can work together but the writers are unable to track 

revisions. Respondents can comment, there are websites that can be used to track 

comments. www.cocomment.com –put that one in your teacher toolkit

• Wikis- easy to make, writers can work together and can keep track through 

revision history, easy to make comments, responders can view the history of the 

page.

• Collaborative word processors- revisions tracked by users, versions do not need to 

be emailed back and forth, easy to make comments and revisions

http://www.cocomment.com/


CHAPTER FOUR
EXAMINING AUTHOR’S CRAFT THROUGH MULTIMEDIA 

COMPOSITION

• Teachers should craft lessons that invite students into the 

writing process by allowing teachers opportunities to 

discuss the ways that authors construct texts.

• Mode-genre of text

• Media-way the text is presented

• Audience-who is reading this work

• Purpose-specific action that a writer aims to accomplish

• Situation-for the writer and the writing



CHAPTER FIVE
DESIGNING AND PUBLISHING DIGITAL WRITING

Opportunities

• Students are likely to feel engaged 

in the writing process.

• They read work created by their 

peers and gather ideas for their 

own writing.

• Commenting helps students identify 

what works and what does not 

work.

• Quick feedback from someone 

other than the teacher.

Challenges

• Students may get distracted by 

publishing their own work and not 

engage in peer response.

• They may focus on the stylistic 

elements, rather then their writing.

• Their comments may be superficial 

and not help benefit them or their 

peers.



CHAPTER SIX
ENABLING ASSESSMENT OVER TIME WITH DIGITAL 

WRITING TOOLS
Formative Assessment

- Having conferences or conversations about 

writing.

- Assisting students with revision

- Looking at traits of effective and 

ineffective digital writers

Summative Assessment

- Ideas and organization

- Voice

- Word choice, sentence fluency and 

conventions

- Presentation or publication

“In considering all aspects of formative 
a summative assessment of digital 
writing, we need to account for both the 
process and the product.”



CHAPTER SEVEN
CREATING YOUR DIGITAL WRITING WORKSHOP

• The best advice about creating your digital writing workshop is beginning with 

students you trust. At my internship, my mentoring teacher has started with her 

book club.

• Much like the advice in the book, she began a blog and they will contribute 

info about the books they read.

• This will eventually be used as an example for a book report project for the 

rest of her students.


